The first infestation of a museum entomological collection in Italy by Anthrenus (Anthrenops) coloratus Reitter, 1881 is recorded; it was detected in Rome (Lazio Region) in 2014. General distribution and biological data on this pest are summarized.
Introduction
Anthrenus (Anthrenops) coloratus Reitter, 1881 is a pest of zoological collections, it is subcosmopolitan (Holoarctic, Neotropical, Afrotropical and Oriental Regions) in distribution, but was only recently (1991) collected in Italy (cf. Nardi & Háva 2013; Háva 2015; Audisio et al. 2015, as A. (Florilinus) coloratus; Kovalenko 2018) .
The object of this note is to record the first infestation by this species of an Italian entomological collection, and also to alert museum curators. larvae fed on the remains of insects in nests of spiders and wasps (cf. Háva 2011; Kovalenko 2018) . In synanthropic environments, its larvae are serious museum pests, capable of damaging stuffed animals, entomological collections, a number of other museum objects of animal origin, as well as stored woollen fabrics (cf. Hagstrum et al.. 2013; Kovalenko 2018) . In urban dwellings in central Spain, A. (Anthrenops) coloratus was the most frequent and abundant coleopterous species (Gamarra et al. 2009, as A. (Florilinus) coloratus Reitter, 1880 [sic!]).
Notes. Anthrenus (Anthrenops) coloratus is the only species of the subgenus Anthrenops Reitter, 1881 that occurs in Italy, and one of only a few living in Europe (Háva 2015) , so the taxonomic identification of adults and larvae is relatively easy (cf. Zhantiev 1976, as A. (Florilinus) coloratus ; Peacock 1993; Outerelo & Gamarra 1996; Kadej 2011; Kadej et al. 2013 ).
In Italy this species was previously known only from Sardinia (without further details) and Gargano Promontory in Apulia region (Nardi & Háva 2013) , where it was collected in the wild (Háva, unpublished data) . The above-mentioned new record is the first from central Italy. It is based on several adults infesting dry beetles housed in the entomological collection of Sapienza University (Rome). The entomological boxes of this collection were treated by freezing at -40 °C (Florian 1990 ) (E. Piattella, pers. comm., 2019 . Hagstrum et al. 2013) can favour the spread of museum pests, and, unfortunately, this phenomenon has occurred in Italy, as shown by recent records of alien dermestids (cf. Nardi & Háva 2013; Nardi & Vomero 2017) .
Discussion. Insect collections (see
The above new record reaffirms the need to carefully inspect museum collections for signs of infestation, to avoid the further spreading of dermestid pests in Italy.
